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Voices
of the CIVIL SOCIETY 

The basis for building an inclusive society, one that defends its rights and par-
ticipates in the construction of the common good, is an informed citizenry. This 
citizenry has to be respectful of diversity, and must have spaces and means for the 
exchange and debate of ideas.

In a democracy, some of the essential elements are dialogue, negotiation, recog- 
nition of the other, and the establishment of agreements. Those elements are 
the reason why the organizations that have allied in the dynamics called Social 
Dialogue have opened this space of information and exchange.  They aim to 
have their own autonomous channel to the service of all citizens who aspire to a 
change for the country - a change to more democracy.
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From the CIVIL SOCIETY

The Civic Forum entered the public scene on February 5, 2021, as a product of 
actions by a group of citizens, organizations and social movements, that, faced 
with the need to give citizens a voice in the discussion of the great problems of 
the country, had been promoting Social Dialogue since 2017.

As a space of multiple actors, the Civic Forum is acting and is structured in a hori-
zontal articulation format, with spokespersons who are specialists on the issues 
that each of its member organizations and individuals dominates and represents.  
It is an autonomous space that has no political party affiliations nor affiliations of 
any other order.  It is conceived as an instance of Venezuelan society that links 
various social actors who decided to establish dialogue with the groups in power, 
and thus, be an active part of a process that contributes to pave the conditions 
for the achievement of negotiated solutions, leading to a National Democratic 
Agreement.

The goal of the Civic Forum is to serve as a space for the meeting of the widest 
diversity of actors and sectors of the country –businessmen, social organizations, 
professional associations, unions, guilds, faith communities, academies and uni-
versities, among others– with an agenda and within the framework of achieving 
collective action for the recovery of the rule of law and democracy in Venezuela.

The essential purpose of the Civic Forum, is to get political actors with decision-
making capacity to listen to the demands of the various sectors of Venezuelan 
society.  And in achieving this, to get those demands to serve for defining a road-
map that allows Venezuela to get out of the stagnation and political irresolution 
that is currently occurring.

The Civic Forum: The Construction  
of Solutions for Democracy, Human Rights  

and Overcoming the Emergency 
in Venezuela 



3

From the CIVIL SOCIETY

The purpose of the Forum’s actions is the construction of agreements: 

Agreements to advance in solving the serious problems that the 
country is enduring;

Agreements that promote democratization, that guarantee respect 
for human rights and reunify society; 

Agreements that make possible the access to international financial 
resources essential to overcome the Complex Humanitarian Emer-
gency (EHC);

Agreements that are the product of consensus between the diffe-
rent political and social forces that co-exist in the country;

Agreements based on the principles of justice, truth, reparation and 
non-repetition.

A Commitment to Rights, both Human and All Others

Advancing in the spaces for negotiation and agreements does not exclude or 
limit the Forum’s commitment to documenting, reporting and disseminating 
both the illegitimate actions of State institutions and the massive human rights 
violations.

The Forum’s members are in that space in the condition of citizens, to demand 
from those who control the State’s institutions, that they open the democratic 
space for the good of the population.  And it is in this condition that they re- 
quire, from those who hold power, that they urgently attend to the ills that 
affect the nation, always in strict compliance with the Constitution and inter-
national covenants on human rights signed by the Venezuelan State.

Opportunities for Change

The Forum is committed to a strategy of struggle within the spaces and oppor-
tunities that currently exist in the country. The situation in Venezuela is very 
serious - those who hold power have drifted towards an hegemonic autho-
ritarian project, and it is necessary that, together, we demand from them, in 
all spaces, the opening of paths that allow the search for peaceful, lasting and 
democratic solutions.
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From the CIVIL SOCIETY

This route includes a strategy so that political parties can participate under democratic 
conditions.  We need political parties to strengthen themselves in the political struggle, 
so that they lead a safe transition to democratic recovery.

We also value the contribution of the international community. We hope that it will find 
it can engage in conversations with the civic actors of this Forum, as they are not aligned 
with particular interests of power, but with the superior interest of creating conditions 
for the democratic recovery and coexistence of all Venezuelans.

Agenda Items

Always with the understanding that achieving the goals of recovering democracy, resti-
tuting human rights and overcoming the emergency, should not constitute an obstacle 
to addressing the problems that require urgent solutions, we have proposed a specific 
agenda of actions in relation to the following topics:

Vaccination against Covid-19; 

The creation of the Humanitarian Operational Coordination Instance;

The beginning of the tripartite dialogue between employers, workers 
and the government, according to the mandate of the ILO;

The reconstruction of the electoral and voting route, as an instrument 
for peaceful, constitutional and democratic change.

In all these points, the Civic Forum has coordinated with key actors and institutions:

Regarding the urgent vaccination against Coronavirus, we support 
what has been proposed by the National Academy of Medicine and 
Fedecámaras, which centers on achieving a political agreement that 
allows access to the nation’s resources for the acquisition of vaccines 
and the appropriate implementation of a plan of mass vaccination, 
in which the most exposed workers and vulnerable populations have 
priority, without any discrimination.
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Regarding the creation of a Humanitarian Operational Coordination 
Instance, we have held multiple meetings with actors from across the 
political spectrum in order to guarantee access, protection and levels 
of humanitarian effort that match the scale and severity of the needs 
of the population and affected communities.

Regarding compliance with the ILO’s mandate, of initiating a tripartite 
dialogue with employers, workers and government representatives, 
we have accompanied employers and workers in demanding a tripar-
tite social dialogue, and we have joined both sectors in demanding 
that Public Power agencies comply with their obligations.

In view that the Cooperative Republic of Guyana has made unilateral advances in the 
dispute that it maintains with Venezuela over sovereignty of the Essequibo region, and 
the consequent resurgence of that conflict, we are coordinating efforts with the National 
Academy of History and the various national universities, to promote a broad national 
agreement on the subject.

Recovery of the electoral path 

With regard to the recovery of the electoral path and of the vote as an instrument for 
democratic change, we have decided to participate in the process of renewal of the 
authorities of the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional Electoral, CNE) that is 
underway, being carried out by the National Assembly.

In line with recent public pronouncements by political sectors, which call for the re-
covery of the electoral route as an instrument of struggle in favor of democracy, and 
proposing our action from the perspective of the defense, enforceability and exercise of 
our rights, from the Civic Forum we are promoting the appointment of an independent 
CNE as a first step in recovering our electoral rights.

As a result of our action, we have succeeded in getting two members of the civil society 
appointed to the Nominations Committee. And on March 2nd, we publicly presented 
a list of 15 citizens nominated by sectors of the civil society. These citizens have the 
credentials and are committed to reconstructing an electoral route from a perspective 
of Constitutional rights. This has generated a positive debate regarding the process of 
appointment of the CNE authorities.
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Public Statement by National 
Civic Forum: “The time has come 
to understand each other”
 
Citizens, organizations and social movements 
have issued a statement in which they express 
their unwavering commitment to the path of 
peace, understanding, and the construction of a 
negotiated solution that places the people at the 
center of its actions.

Civil society actors see  
a “window of opportunity” to 
elect an independent CNE

A sector of civil society is taking steps to influence 
the election of the new authorities of the National 
Electoral Council (CNE).

Civic Forum nominates  
candidates for CNE authorities

Various sectors of civil society bet on the active 
participation and involvement of citizens in the 
electoral process, as well as civil monitoring of the 
elections.

Social Dialogue presented  
a study on citizen participation 
to NGOs in the regions

During the meeting, the attendees were able to 
reflect on citizen participation and were given 
a picture of the patterns of association among  
Venezuelan citizens.

https://acsinergia.org/2021/02/06/comunicado-foro-civico-nacional-es-tiempo-de-entendernos/
https://efectococuyo.com/politica/actores-de-la-sociedad-civil-ven-una-ventana-de-oportunidad-para-elegir-un-cne-independiente/
https://acsinergia.org/?s=Foro+civico
https://acsinergia.org/2021/03/11/dialogo-social-presento-a-osc-de-las-regiones-estudio-sobre-participacion-ciudadana/
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From the GOVERNMENT

The Dialogue Commission  
and the parties addressed  
the electoral agenda

At a press conference held at the Federal Legisla‑
tive Palace, Jorge Rodríguez, the president of the 
Special Commission for Dialogue, Peace and Rec‑ 
onciliation of the National Assembly, announced 
the creation of the Sub‑commission of Political 
Parties.

The Chavista Parliament  
installed the “Commission  
for Dialogue and Peace”  
in Vargas and Aragua

From Maracay, Jorge Rodríguez declared that  
“…this journey has been important because we are 
listening to opposing positions from the past, re‑
gardless of the differences. We can see that there 
are similar projects that allow us to build a future. ” 

https://ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/politica/comision-de-dialogo-y-partidos-abordaron-agenda-electoral/
https://www.elnacional.com/venezuela/parlamento-chavista-instalo-la-comision-de-dialogo-y-paz-en-vargas-y-aragua/
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Opinion

Civic Forum and DNA

“National Democratic Agreement” is the proposal 
of a group of civil society organizations that are  
trying to rescue the democratic institutions, an 
initiative celebrated here by columnist Ramón  
Guillermo Aveledo.

Recognize, first step to solve

https://elestimulo.com/foro-civico-y-adn/
https://parahacerlaspaces.blogspot.com/2021/02/reconocer-primer-paso-para-resolver.html
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VOICES of the CIVIL SOCIETY

Information of  INTEREST
Videos

Actions of civil society for the reconstruction of the electoral route in Venezuela.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmA7F6‑URrI

WOLA: Breaking the Stalemate: How Venezuelan Civil Society is Pushing for Free and Fair 
Elections‑ how Venezuelan civil society is pushing for free and fair elections.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PetNyF8NB_o 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmA7F6-URrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PetNyF8NB_o	
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Follow us on OUR NETWORKS

CENTRO DE JUSTICIA Y PAZ - CEPAZ
Twitter: @_CEPAZ
Instagram: @_cepaz
Pág Web: https://cepaz.org/

OBSERVATORIO GLOBAL DE COMUNICACIÓN Y DEMOCRACIA
Twitter: @Observa_ve
Instagram: @Observa_ve
Facebook: @Observa_ve
Pág Web: www.observademocracia.org

MOVIMIENTO DALE LETRA
Twitter: @Dale_Letra
Instagram: @Dale_Letra
Facebook: @Dale_Letra

Diálogo Social
Correo: dialogosocialvenezuela@gmail.com

ASOCIACIÓN CIVIL SINERGIA 
Twitter: @acsinergia
Instagram: @acsinergia
Facebook: acsinergia
Pág Web: https://sinergia.org.ve

https://cepaz.org/
http://www.observademocracia.org
https://sinergia.org.ve
http://dialogosocialvenezuela@gmail.com

